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CORONAVIRUS — VACCINATIONS 
Statement 

HON SOPHIA MOERMOND (South West) [5.28 pm]: I am pleased, albeit slightly nervous, to once again be 
back in this place and having contact with some of my lovely and supportive colleagues. Thank you for that. It is 
a shame, however, that to be here I have had to conform with requirements that I do not agree with. Of all the 
places where disagreement should be okay, I would have thought it would be in the Parliament. In essence, I am 
but representing a group of people in this state who feel as I do. My views are reflected in the wider community 
whether or not members like it. These citizens live in every single one of the electorates represented in this house. 
They are members’ constituents, as they are mine. I am sure we have all had many emails from a variety of people 
who have been very vocal about that, so I know that people in the community have sent members emails with their 
opinions about mandates.  
One of the reasons why I am against the continuation of the state of emergency powers and vaccination mandates 
is that I have not been provided any real data or concrete science by this government that supports what has been 
done. Maybe it exists; I do not know. This detailed advice seems to be kept hidden from members and from the 
public by the Premier and his Minister for Health. When I or my colleague Hon Dr Brian Walker have requested 
further information, we have been ignored. I have to say that being ignored and excluded appears to be part and 
parcel of being female in crossbench politics; nonetheless, when we are dealing with people who are vaccine 
hesitant and have concerns around data recording, one of the easiest ways to create compliance is by showing 
the scientific data that supports the modelling, the mass vaccination and an extension of the emergency powers. 
Currently, it just looks as though Dan Andrews has gone through his despotic stage and WA has simply answered, 
“Hold my beer.” 
This government needs to be more transparent than ever with the data that backs up its decisions, given the harsh 
restrictions, economic destruction and family disengagement inflicted on the people of this state in the last two years. 
Personally, I believe that the lack of science has led to a two-tier society, which has led to many people dealing 
with adverse events and consequently being ignored by doctors. This is a problem. It is dangerous that the following 
has occurred: the politicisation of the patient–doctor relationship; the politicisation of scientific research; rapid 
antigen tests not being rolled out early in the pandemic; people losing their jobs and then being gaslit into being 
told it was their choice; businesses not getting sufficient employees and the clientele not being required to be 
vaccinated but the staff are; no real and meaningful public education around health outcomes except the daily 1984 
drone-like reiterating of the requirement for vaccination; and the research of other medicinal substances being 
ridiculed. Never in the history of any type of medicine has it been deemed good practice to say that one solution 
fits all. Medicine does not work like that ever. Therefore, although I am pleased to take my place here, I will be 
ensuring that I continue to fight for the views of the many people who have concerns around vaccine mandates, 
data reporting, privacy and the overall health response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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